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Karens, whose leader escaped to Siam. The Karens retired to
their own country, and a post was established at Mawkmai and a
small one at Mong Nai> At the end of- June 1888, however,
Sawlapaw made another attack on .Mawkmai. This was easily
repulsed, and Lieutenant Fowler, assuming the offensive, drove the
Karens out of their stronghold at Kantu Awn and expelled them
from the Mawkmai territory. These disturbances led to a British
civil officer being permanently stationed at Mong Nai, and about the
same time the North and South Shan States were divided and became
; eparate charges, each under its own Superintendent,

It must be noted that these risings were purely local matters, and
it may be here remarked that the Shan States, as a whole, were the
only part of Upper Burma which practically accepted British
authority without, opposition. Within little over a year of the first
occupation of the country the ruler of every state had made
personal submission to the Superintendent and had agreed to accept
his position as tributary to the British Government under fixed con-
ditions. The intention of the Government of India to maintain order
and to prevent private wars between the several states, while at
the same time allowing to each chief independence in the administra-
tion of his territory, had not only been declared but had been exem-
plified. Trade began to revive almost immediately, ruined villages
and towns were re-occupied and rebuilt, and the people began to
resume their ordinary pursuits, which, it may be said, have never
since been disturbed except in the frontier states, and only there for
reasons which were purely local and differed in each case.

EASTERN KARSNNI EXPEDITION.

The season of 1888-89 was principally occupied in dealing with
Sawlapaw, the Chief of Eastern Karenni. Immediately after the
defeat of his forces at Kantu Awn, and probably before he was
aware of it, Sawlapaw wrote to the Superintendent of the Shan
States recounting his grievances against Mawkmai and peremptorily
ordering the withdrawal of British troops from that state. This
letter was returned.

In August 1888 Sawlapaw seemed to have begun to understand

that punishment would follow his attacks
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on Mawkmai.   He then asked the British
Government to arbitrate between himself and the Sawbwa of Mawkmai
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